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Welcome to WGLT’s 2018 Annual Report! We present this narrative every year for 
several reasons. Chiefly, it’s to keep you, our users and contributors, as informed 

as possible, but it also serves as another chapter in the station’s ongoing, 50-plus year 
history. 

For those of you who might 
be new, WGLT is a National Public 
Radio affiliated, non-profit radio 
station (plus a growing suite of dig-
ital services) owned and operated 
by Illinois State University. We’re a 
service of Illinois State University 
- a part of its School of Commu-
nication, which itself is part of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 
As such, we take the educational 
portion of our mission seriously. 
We’re proud to have a number of 
student employees and interns coming through each semester. Our plans to add a two-
year graduate assistant journalist fell through this past year when the selected candidate 
opted for full-time employment in town; we hope to have someone in that position this 
upcoming August. 

In the spring, Laura Kennedy retired, leaving behind a legacy as one of the most 
recognizable and talent voices ever to grace the Bloomington-Normal airwaves. Fortu-
nately, Laura has decided to rejoin the WGLT team in a part-time capacity as an arts and 
culture reporter.

The WGLT news team got a big boost during the summer, with two new additions: 
Mary Cullen and Eric Stock. Neither is a stranger to the community; Eric was a longtime 
news anchor, reporter, and sports broadcaster at WJBC, while Mary is an Illinois State 
School of Communication alumna who comes to us by the Public Affairs Reporting Mas-
ter’s program at the University of Illinois-Springfield. We also added to our impressive list 
of part-time local news correspondents when Breanna Grow joined the team. 

We made a few programming changes this year to bolster our news, talk, and infor-
mation programming. Morning Edition is now available at 4 a.m. for you early risers. 
1A can be heard from 9 until 11 a.m. (with a one-hour rebroadcast at 11 p.m.) while On 
Point has shifted to the 9 to 11 p.m. slot. 

Not all changes have involved new staff or programming. For those of you who’ve 
visited WGLT’s studios before, you’ll probably remember the 1970s-era orange carpet 
that was held together (literally) by duct tape. That’s gone. Also gone is the station’s 

A Year in Review
from General Manager R.C. McBride

Laura Kennedy’s retirement
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2004-era on-air automation sys-
tem, replaced by a new, state-of-
the-art setup led by Operations 
Director Travis Meadors. And 
we’re in the very early stages of 
a fundraising campaign - tied in 
with the University’s Redbirds 
Rising effort - to build a brand-
new master control studio! 
The space will feature enough 
microphones to allow us to host 
panel discussions with multiple 
guests, cameras for live social 

media telecasts, its own set for Tiny Desk concerts, and much more. Trust me, you’ll be 
hearing more about this. 

During 2018, WGLT hosted community forums on timely issues in need of public 
education and dialogue. We hosted candidate forums from Congress to McLean County 
Clerk. We won a slew of newsroom awards under the direction of News Director Charlie 
Schlenker, with Ryan Denham and Jon Norton both winning first place Associated Press 
Awards. AP also cited WGLT for having the best online news presence of any station in 
Illinois. Speaking of that online presence, WGLT is available on all major streaming ser-
vices and via smart speaker. And more of you are READING WGLT.org than ever, with 
monthly unique visitors regularly ranging between 80,000 – 120,000. 

We’re very excited for the future. Summer Concert featured an expanded format 
thanks to growing community sponsorships and support. Radio Faces will have a new 
location and a new date. We will continue with our live community dialogues. A new 
daily podcast, The Leadoff, recently debuted. And, as of this (slightly tardy) writing, we 
are one month into our partnership with Bradley University with WGLT taking over 
day-to-day management of Peoria’s NPR station, WCBU. The goal is to establish enough 
economies of scale so both WGLT and WCBU are able to increase their local news, 
information, and cultural coverage in their respective communities.  

I’m also happy to say WGLT ended FY18 in positive financial territory for the third 
consecutive year thanks to a lot of hard work led by our development team – Director 
Melissa Libert, Individual Giving lead Pat Peterson and Corporate Support lead Bobby 
Nash Castillo! Simply put, this allows us to invest more in the product. We never take 
your support for granted. 

Now for all the thank yous. First, the full and part time staff members that haven’t 
already been mentioned: Bruce Bergethon, Bryan Bloodworth, Mark Hill, Ariele Jones, 
Willis Kern, Mike McCurdy, Patrick Murphy, Colleen Reynolds, and Nicole Welsh. 
How’s that for an impressive crew?

Illinois State University is very supportive financially - funding five full-time posi-
tions - and of course, federal grants help. But it’s you, our local underwriters and donors, 
who provide MORE THAN HALF our annual operating funding. It couldn’t happen 
without you. 

Here’s to a fantastic 2019, and beyond!

Eric Stock Mary Cullen
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From the WGLT Newsroom...
Here’s a look at WGLT’s best reporting of 2018:

Series

Skipping School—Four-part series on how the teacher shortage is impacting McLean 
County schools

Autonomous Driving—Special episode of WGLT’s Sound Ideas focused on the 
self-driving revolution, and how local companies like Rivian and State Farm are at the 
forefront

Collaboration
For the first time, WGLT jointly reported two investigative stories with The Pantagraph 
in 2018. Both focused on the criminal justice system, including the unusual spike in gun 
violence.

WGLT continued its partnership with the League of Women Voters of McLean  
County, hosting six candidate forums and publishing candidate questionnaires  
ahead of the November election.

WGLT Community Conversations
The WGLT newsroom is committed to public discourse on the issues that matter most.  
In 2018, WGLT launched a new Community Conversation series made possible by the 
Alice and Fannie Fell Trust at Illinois State University. The first two discussions focused 
on gun violence in Bloomington-Normal and changes in local journalism.

Corporate Support Spotlight 
Underwriting and sponsoring WGLT is a win-win. Our corporate supporters raise 
awareness of their business among an exceptional audience, AND they contribute to the 
success of a vital and valued community service. WGLT audience members, in turn,  
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WGLT.org’s Most-Read  
Stories
For many news sites, the most-clicked stories aren’t always the most important ones. 
We’re proud to report that WGLT.org bucks that trend. The Top 10 most-read stories 
of 2018 on WGLT.org include some of our most impactful, important reporting from 
across the community.

1. Why Is State Farm Making So Many Changes?

2. Normal West Family Mourns Team Volunteer After Bus Crash

3. Bloomington Mom Shares Heroin Heartache To Help Others

4. Central Illinois Small Animal Rescue Facing Shutdown

5. Tree Removal Causes Stir In Bloomington’s Founders’ Grove

6.  Lack Of Child Psychiatrists Poses Threat To McLean County Youth

7.  Obituary: Bloomington Pastor McSwain Remembered As ‘Dynamic, Kind’

8.  Frontier Airlines Returning To Central Illinois Regional Airport

9.  Children of Skilled Indian Workers In B-N Face Uncertain Future

10.  Fatal Attraction: How A Young Couple’s Dark Journey Led To Murder

2019 WGLT Events
CEFCU Presents the 
WGLT Summer Concert
June 8, 2019

Country Financial 
Presents Radio Faces 
October 18, 2019
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Advantage Lawn and Landscape 
Bike Share 309
Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts
Bloomington-Normal Area Convention and
    Visitors Bureau
Bloomington-Normal Young Professionals
Bloomington Public Library 
Brad Barker Honda
Castle Theatre
CEFCU
Center for Youth & Family Solutions
Central Illinois Regional Airport
Charles Schwab Independent Branch,  
     Mark Brownlee 
Children’s Discovery Museum 
City of Bloomington 
City of Bloomington Parks & Recreation
    Department
Coffee Hound
Comcast Business
Community Cancer Center
Community Players Theatre
Connect Transit
COUNTRY Financial
COUNTRY Financial Representative Justin 
M. Boyd
Crossroads Handcrafts of the World
DoubleTree by Hilton 
Downtown Bloomington Association
Eagle Performing Arts & Conference Center
Ecology Action Center
Economic Development Council
Edward Jones Investments, Linda Kimber 
Epiphany Farms Hospitality Group
Eye Surgical Associates
Forget Me Not Flowers
Fox & Hounds Day Spa
The Garlic Press
Gastrointestinal Institute
Green Top Grocery
Heartland Community College
Heritage Health Therapy & Senior Care
Highway Chevrolet Buick GMC
Hile Group
Home Sweet Home Ministries

Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
Illinois Shakespeare Festival
Illinois Symphony Orchestra
Illinois State University Admissions
Illinois State University Athletics
Illinois State University College of Applied 
Science and Technology—Gamma Phi Circus
Illinois State University College of Business 
Ivy Lane Bakery
Jazz UpFront
Jimmy Johns of Bloomington-Normal
Kurt’s Autobody Repair Shop Inc.
Luther Oaks
McLean County Chamber of Commerce
McLean County Museum of History
Mid-Illini Credit Union
Multicultural Leadership Program
Mucky Duck Marina
The Music Shoppe & Pro-Sound Center
National Shows 2
Nightshop
The Normal Theater
Often Running
Prairie Oak Veterinary Center
Red Raccoon Games
Retrofit Culture
Ronda Glenn Law Office
Sangamon Auditorium
Specs Around Town
State Farm Bank
Sulaski & Webb, CPAs
Town of Normal
Town of Normal Parks & Recreation  
    Department
Twin City Self Storage
UIS Performing Arts Center
University of Illinois System
Uptown Partners
U.S. Bank
Vermillion Players
Vitesse Cycle Shop
Waiting Room Records 
Westminster Village
Zimmerman & Armstrong Investment
    Advisors

2018 WGLT Event Sponsors and Underwriters 
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2018 WGLT Major Donors 
Like all WGLT contributors, major donors give generously to help ensure this public radio 
station has the resources it needs to inform and engage our community. Whether they 
contribute to the annual operating budget, invest in WGLT’s future, or both, they help 
make the excellent programs and services WGLT offers possible.  

WGLT Legacy Donors
Generous donors are helping to sustain the future of quality public radio in central  
Illinois by establishing and investing in one of the WGLT endowments: the Future Fund; 
the Dr. Robert & Marilyn Sutherland Endowment; or the Albert N. Attaway Endowment. 
Others have made substantial commitments to WGLT through planned giving.

Directors  
($1,500-plus)
Jerry Antonini
Brad & Tonya Barker
Jack & Linda Chizmar
Michael & Eva DeVore
Dennis Fox
Paul & Carolyn Jarvis
Linda Kimber
Scott & Jennie King
Victoria & Robert King
Eric & Diane Malchodi
John & Pamela Muirhead
Janice Neuleib
Carol & Warren Odekirk
Susan & Chris Prendergast
Jonathan & Lisa Rosenthal
William Semlak
Robert & Marilyn  
    Sutherland
Anonymous (2) 

Broadcasters  
($1,000-plus)
Bruce Bergethon &  
    Jo Porter
Sandra Bush
Arthur & Janet Drake
John Elterich &  
    Karen Schmidt
Marilyn & John Freese
Joe Gibson
Alexander Goldman

Doug Hennessy
Dave & Micaela Harris
Mia Jazo-Harris
Dennis Killian &  
    Stephen Gawne
Rob & Katie McDade
Tom & Maryann Mellor
Doug & Beverly Nelson
Susan O’Rourke
Sally Pancrazio
James Pinder & Allyson
    Frink
Ralph Turner
Eric Vinsel
Anonymous (1)

Leaders ($500-plus)
Wayne Aldrich
Roger & Becky Anderson
Elizabeth & Caroline Fox
    Anvick
John & Melinda Baur
Rich & Jane Beal
Kenneth & Laura Berk
J. Gordon & Sandra Bidner
Joseph & Lauri Blaney
Marie Bosche & Randy
    Sharer
Amy Bradford
Kathryn & Bill Carter
Sheryl & Rob Chambers
Ann Champion
Catharine Crockett

Galen & Gail Crow
Joe & Rachel Dalton
Mercedes & Bill Davison
Roberta & Charles Derr
Janet Farkas
Kim Farkas & Eric Bogren
Mary Lou & George  
    Farnsworth
Kevin & Marsha Fogarty
Curt Fox
Martha & Stan Geison
Tom Gerschick
R. Given & Jean Harper
Allison & Scott Goodyear
Steve Grady & Terri
    Helregel
Michael Grater
Christian Hansen &  
    Gabrielle Bontea
Barbara & Robert  
    Hathway
Diana & David Hauman
Susan Heiser
Bob & Joy Hippensteele
Betty & Albert Hornbrook
Jeanne Howard & Rhondal 
     McKinney
Peggy Hundley
Eric & Elizabeth Jensen
Joseph & Elizabeth  
    Johnston
Virginia Kerr
John & Stacie Killian



8—WGLT

Margaret & John Kirk
Jeanna Klunk
William LaBounty
Jean & Dennis Lawyer
Robert Lenz
Anne & John Libert
Paul & Beth Maier
Emily Martin
R.C. & Christy McBride
Karen & Bill McConnell
Ted Morris & Charlotte
    Brown
Ken Ota
Paul & Kathy Packard
Julie & Jeff Payne
Norris & Beth Porter
Ben & Nancy Pounds
Jeff & Carol Secord
Glenn Shepard
Gwenn Marie & Jim
    Sikora
Jamie & Martin Smith
David & Trudy Strand
Joe Strano & Janine Toth
Jean Swee & Paul Bailey
Charlotte & Joe Talkington
Roberta Trites & George
    Seelinger
Phylis Versteegh
Cathy & Brad Wallace
Barry & Marge Weaver
Debra Wozniak
Anonymous (4)

Day Sponsors ($365)
Nathan & Holly Ambuehl
Nancy Anderson
Nancy & Joe Armstrong
Paula Aschim & Timothy
    Garvey
Jacqueline & Michael
    Bauer
Michael Baum
David Beck

Rick & Nancy Bennett
Kathy Berberich & Kelly 
Mirsky
Laurie & Ray Bergner
John & Cindy Beurskens
Tom & Joanne Bierma
Katie & Hans Bishop
Jill Blair & Jeff Michels
Richard & Penny Boser
Robert Broad & Julie Hile
Larry & Carroll Bross
Daniel & Debra  
    Brownstone
Michael Bucher
Sheila Bunting
Karyl Carlson
Liz and Bobby Castillo
Jessica & Jason Chambers
Bruce Chandler
Todd & Corin Chapman
Jennifer & John Chizmar
Elizabeth & Walt Clark
Craig & Jill Colledge
E Paula Crowley & Daniel
    Deneen
Anders Dahlgren & Marcia
    Thomas
Paul Dennhardt
Binoy Edathiparambil  
    & Joceline Karim
Orlyn & Jana Edge
Mike Fields
Ron Frazier & Tom  
    McCulley
Debby & Mike Funk
John & Virginia Gill
Patti Goyen
Brenda Green
Marlene Gregor
A Grosz
Sandra & Fred Groves
Tammy Hansen
Michael Harrington & Su-
san Cattaneo Harrington

Thomas & Mary Haynes
Dave & Marcia Hirst
Robert & Sharon Hoy
Alice Huhn
John & Dana Hunt
Jon & Linda Johnston
Eric & Sarah Jome
James Jones
Dorothy Kennett
Gary & Trisha Klass
Scott Koets
Elizabeth Kosuth &
    Goudarz Haji
Julie & Steve Kubsch
Scott Lage
Tom Land
Melissa Libert
Dan Liechty
Alan & Juliene Longworth
Michael & Mabel Lux
Tami Martin & Roger Day
Sonya Mau
Mary McCulley
Angie Miller & Mike
    Burke
Kathleen Montgomery  
    & Frank Boyd
Barb & Fred Moore
Kay Moss & Tom  
    Crumpler
Theresa Myers
Sarah Nannen & Brad Stefl
Mike Nash
Kathy & Bill Neil
Elyse Nelson-Winger  
    & Stewart Winger
Michael Nettleton
Pam Newby
Michael & Jackie Novario
Joseph Novotny
Alice Obert
Kathleen Ores Walsh &
    Barry Walsh
Eric & Sarah Peterson
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Carla & Harold Pohl
Steve & Mary Pollitt
Peter Read
Tamarra Rennick
Pamela Repyak
Laurie & Kent Retzer
Leif Roll
Pamela & John Rosa
Cindy Ross-Ringer &  
    John Ringer
Martha Schneerman
Christina Schulz &  
    Kevin Suess

Donald Schwingel
Gail & Ronnie Scogin
John Shelso
David Shields
Jason & Terri Shirley
Michael & Susan Shirley
Jim Simeone & Kathi
    Zurkowski
Richard & Mary Strle
Janet & John Tulley
James Turner Jr. &  
    Sally Turner
Matthew Urban

Kimberly Wells
Mary & Greg West
Don & Karen Wettstein
Bob & Linda White
Laurie & John Wollrab
Angela & Dan Yandel
Evelyn Young
Jim Zaleschuk &  
    Susan Hillabold
Ronald Zielinski
Anonymous (1)

We’re grateful for all WGLT contributors, no matter 
how much you are able to give. Thank you for helping 
to sustain outstanding public media in Central Illinois. 
We tried to include all 2018 major donors and day 
sponsors in this acknowledgement but, due to press 
deadlines, we may have inadvertently left out some 
names. Please contact WGLT Contributor Services 
with additions or corrections at (309) 438-3581, or 
email contributorservices@wglt.org. 

Become a WGLT Ongoing Contributor
Ongoing monthly contributions are convenient for 
you and WGLT. Automatic monthly contributions 
from your bank account or credit card provide WGLT 
with a reliable, steady stream of financial support. It’s 
a comfortable way to fit your support for WGLT into 
your budget, and because your ongoing contribution 
continues until you say otherwise, you don’t have to 
remember to renew. Set up your monthly contribution 
today at wglt.org/contribute. 

2018 WGLT Friends  
Council 
Jerry Antonini

Phani Aytam

Bruce Bergethon

Justin M. Boyd

Mercy Davison

John Elterich

Denise Geske

Mia Jazo-Harris

Eric Jensen

Jennifer Keigher

Linda Kimber

Julie Kubsch

Jean Lawyer

Rob McDade, Co-Chair

Julie Payne

Norris Porter

Alan Sender

Melanie Shellito 

Jeff Woodard

Cat Woods, Co-Chair

Heather Young
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