
This statement is from concerned students at Unit 5 - including those who planned on 

participating in honors, Advanced Placement, and Dual Credit classes for the 2020-2021 school year. 

After examining Unit 5’s return to school plan, we noticed that almost all accelerated classes are not 

available for students who must attend school 100% online. Students involved in these programs and 

certain levels of foreign language and music classes are given two equally disappointing options. The first 

is to go to school in-person two full days a week - with the goal of partaking in challenging classes - 

which could potentially harm us and members of our family. This is unfair to students that are at high-risk 

for the virus, as well as for students who live with a high-risk individual at home. There can be serious 

consequences even with all the safety precautions, leaving the students that have to focus on the 

well-being of others around them with not much of a choice. The other option is to learn from home 

through the district-chosen online learning platform called Edmentum, which does not support advanced 

classes. We are left with no choice but to drop out of them and take courses that are not challenging 

and/or valuable to us. The Edmentum class curriculum is not the same as the Unit 5 curriculum and can 

be a serious problem when students transition to in-person learning during the spring. Additionally, the 

teachers on Edmentum are not guaranteed to be from your school and/or district and this could be an issue 

when it comes to personal connections and student performance. Careful planning and years of hard work 

in our previous classes are compromised by settling for this option. Students who have been involved in 

specialty programming (Computer Science Associate's Cohort, BACC, Internship, Work Program, 

Innovative Entrepreneurs, Introduction to Education, and Early Childhood Program) have put their time 

and resources into their respective programs, and will also be detrimentally affected. In addition to not 

receiving the same quality of education, dropping out of advanced classes will put students at a 

tremendous disadvantage when it comes to college admissions chances, as many universities value 

challenging coursework. Since other schools are offering AP, Dual Credit, and honors classes to their 

students online, students across the U.S. will be granted greater opportunities that help make them a more 



desirable candidate. For example, students who are a part of school district U-46 in Illinois are going to 

school completely online till October 9th. They are being offered a variety of classes while prioritizing 

their safety. According to NBC Chicago, highschoolers will be at home until at least the second quarter, 

coronavirus permitting. This could be easily implemented in Unit 5, and the lives and health of many 

families would be protected. Students in Frisco, Texas (FISD) are also allowed to take these classes 

online, ensuring that they stay safe, stay ahead, and stand out. Some may say that FISD has this option 

because cases have spiked in that area, but cases have also spiked in Bloomington-Normal in the last few 

weeks. In fact, since the reopening of the state, McLean county has had 173 new cases. That’s 173 cases 

in less than a month, and we’ve seen about 15-20 cases daily for the past few days. The unreasonable 

options offered at Unit 5 force us students to choose between protecting our families and health, and our 

education and future.  

 

Students across the district started a petition to help us visualize the scope of this issue, and in less 

than 24 hours, hundreds of students, parents, and teachers signed, showing their support. However, when 

we contacted the NCHS administration about this problem, we were merely informed that the 

administration does not have much power over this situation. We understand that the Edmentum online 

learning platform cannot accommodate all students, so instead, we ask for other solutions to be given 

more consideration. For example, in past years at NCHS, a camera was used in Mrs. Lawrence’s Honors 

Calculus 3 class for students at NCWHS to view the curriculum, learn from the instructor, and discuss 

with fellow peers and the teacher. Students were able to learn from a teacher from their district and were 

also able to ask questions and receive feedback immediately as if they were actually in the class. An 

option similar to this would allow the teacher to instruct the online students and the students that chose 

the hybrid plan simultaneously. Other options like live-streaming lessons, Zoom meetings, Google 

Classroom, etc. are all platforms that have been successfully utilized in the past, and have proven to be 



both efficient and effective. Because schools were shut down very suddenly in March, both students and 

teachers were not prepared for fully online learning. However, now that a new school year is starting and 

we all know what to expect, these could be implemented to allow classes from Unit 5’s curriculum to be 

more accessible. This year we even had the opportunity to take AP tests online - an option hundreds of 

students took advantage of - and we’ve adapted to this style of learning.  

 

As students, we believe that we shouldn’t be forced to choose between the health and safety of 

our families and the ability to take meaningful classes that will shape our futures. If students are more 

comfortable with learning online than in-person learning, they should not have to sacrifice their college 

path, career prospects, and future ambitions. With the start of the 2020-2021 school year less than a 

month away, we urgently request the district to reach out and work with us students and teachers to create 

a solution by July 29th - the date families have to choose between in-person and online learning. 

 

Sincerely, 

Concerned Students of Unit 5 

 
 


