
 

   

 

July 10, 2020 

 

Dear Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, 

 
The State of Illinois is poised to lose some, if not many, of its unique and invaluable 

children’s museums if action isn’t taken to create a path to reopen during Phase 4 

 

All children’s museums in the state closed their doors in the middle of March as the COVID-

19 crisis hit our state. This meant no admissions, no field trips or birthday parties.  We have 

had no earned income for nearly four months. Most children’s museums in the state are 

501c(3) organizations and were able to secure some donations, but with high unemployment 

and businesses closed, this was short lived for most. Temporary aid has also run out for those 

who qualified. Many museums had to cancel large fundraising events and programs with little 

hope of replacing the lost revenue, deposits, etc. It has been devastating. 

 

In the last two months, children’s museums throughout the state began laying out their 

individual plans to reopen in Phase 4, only to learn on June 29 with the Phase 4 rollout that 

interactive exhibits must remain closed. Interactive, educational exhibits is who we are.  It’s 

what we do. It’s our collective identity. Most importantly, cleaning these exhibits with a 

thorough sanitation regime is a major part of our daily operations and we hold our sites to the 

highest standards for health and safety.  

 

Being unable to reopen until Phase 5 means there is a high probability these important 

community resources will lose donors and members, and will not be available to support 

Illinois families, human service agencies, or schools when they need us the most. The 

Orpheum in Champaign has already permanently closed its doors and many more are poised 

to follow as soon as this fall. 

 

Children’s museums clean as if every day were flu season. As gyms, bowling alleys, arcades, 

skating rinks and other for-profit places of entertainment and recreation re-open, surely there 

must be an immediate space for children’s museums who offer immense educational value to 

families and entire communities.  

 

Attached you will find guidelines to reopening children’s museums in Illinois. This document 

was created as a collective effort by children’s museums across the state with help from our 

national association and peer institutions across the U.S. We present this to you in hopes that 

you will be a champion for children in Illinois. Help us reopen our doors so that we can 

continue serving children and their families through hands-on learning in a safe and clean 

environment.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Adam Woodworth 

      Executive Director 
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Illinois children’s museums contributing to this plan:

 

Chicago Children’s Museum (Chicago) 

Children’s Discovery Museum (Normal) 

Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn (Oak Lawn) 

Children’s Museum of Illinois (Decatur) 

Discovery Center (Rockford) 

DuPage Children’s Museum (Naperville) 

Exploration Station (Bourbonnais) 

KidsWork Children’s Museum (Frankfort) 

Kidzeum of Health and Science (Springfield) 

Kohl Children’s Museum (Glenview) 

Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum (Peoria) 

Wonder Works Children’s Museum (Oak Park) 
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