
 
District 87 Families,  

 

The last several months have been full of planning and perseverance. We are currently 

navigating one of the most unusual times in the history of our country.  

 

Since COVID-19 first appeared in the community, our top priority has been providing a safe and 

high-quality instructional environment for District 87 students and staff. After collecting feedback 

from our staff and families and collaborating through a planning task force and subcommittees, 

we introduced a back-to-school plan on July 20. This plan outlined a comprehensive return to 

school, both in person and through remote learning. From the beginning, we stressed this was a 

fluid plan, subject to change. 

 

However, as cases began to rise in our country and concerns about adequate safety measures 

emerged, district leaders determined the plan needed to change.  

 

District 87 has made the decision to start the 2020-21 school year with all students 

learning from home. 

 

Several determining factors led to this decision. 

● As a large school district with over 5,200 students and hundreds of staff members, 

District 87 is responsible for helping reduce the spread of the virus in our community.  

● Cases are on the rise across the nation and in our community. Other large school 

districts in the country who have returned are immediately shutting down classrooms, 

schools and entire districts due to positive cases. 

● Maintaining six-feet of distance between students/staff in our schools could not be 

guaranteed. 

● The intention is to be proactive instead of reactive. This decision allows staff and families 

to prepare for remote learning now, instead of hours before due to an outbreak.  

 

This change was always a possibility but now it is our reality. District leaders are finalizing the 

plan and additional details. We will share more information with families as soon as possible. 

 

Here is some information we can share today: 

● Remote Learning will be different this fall than it was in the spring. Attendance will be 

taken and assignments will be graded. Our teachers will use the D87 curriculum and 

supplemental resources for all classrooms and courses. This will allow for us to offer the 

full District 87 curriculum. 

● More detailed information concerning teaching & learning will be communicated next 

week. 



● If your child will attend Sarah Raymond School of Early Education, you will receive 

information for remote learning the week of August 17. 

● Registration for D87 is available at www.district87.org/registration or at ESC, 300 E. 

Monroe Street, Bloomington from 8:00-3:00 daily. 

● Students with disabilities (Special Education and 504 students) will continue to receive 

their specialized services through an individualized remote learning plan.  

● Food service will be available to all students.  

● Once the semester begins, the district will reevaluate the plan in October. If we can 

safely return to school, we will do so through a slow reentry and hybrid model.  

● We will continue to work with the McLean County Health Department for guidance and 

support.  

 

Please know, the decision to go fully remote was not made lightly. District 87 is a tight-knit 

community of caring educators and families. Undoubtedly, many questions remain about this 

new plan. Please know we will continue to communicate with staff and families as details are 

finalized. Thank you for your trust, patience, and commitment.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Barry Reilly, Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.district87.org/registration

